|
!

e —————

THE OMAHA DAILY

e —— p—p— ——
1 The concluding comment drew the em-
r-. PTOT.
5] D

¥
Liffé‘gm
i

g i

—m—————— LT T

-~
&

|

|

How

i1
1 —-JIIII. ”'”H
i |

Vansittart Came Back to France.

By Louis Tracy.

l:‘g% —-—I.'—T‘%Tg—)-’*
G s 1]
E7I

(Copyright, 18, Ly Louis Tracy.)
CHAI'TER XAYVIIL

The March of the Motor Cars,
When the German cmperor oropsed 'Ih--'
Meuse near Domvilliers, he headed a superb
army of 100,000 veteran infantry, 30,000 ey I
miry mountsd on hardy and powerful West-
phallan horges, and 300 guns,

In physique, equipment and stamina, In
every soldlerly quality to endure and to mc- t
complish, It would be diffeult, It not impos- |
glble, to surpass throughout the world this
eplendld expeditionary foree

Vanslttart, even If he were restored (o
health, was hopelessly blackuded to the porih
aud east by Krouzoach and the army of
Motz. If he attempted to farl back toward
Parls he lnid bare bis extended flank and |
line of march to disastrous altack. It he |
marched wsouthward he would be hard
pressed In pursuil, and could do nothing to
resist the kalser,

In a word, the road to Parls lay open, de-
fended only by the garrison of Chalons,
which Wilhelm could swallow during the
course of the ordinary day's routine,

The distance to be draversed was 130
miles, and the emperor told his troops that
ho expoected them (o bivoune In the forest of
Bondy, on the oulskirts of Parls, at the end
of the sixth day.

In mers statement this task, to the trained
military milnd, seoms almost lmpossible.
The movement of an army numbering 150,-
000 fighting men, with & vast army of com-
migsariat, medical and other subsidiary serv-
feen, at the rute of nearly twenty-two miles
eaclhh day, has never yet been effectsd over
anything like the distance stated,

But the clockwork accuracy of the Gor-
man maching manifests itself with telling
force precisely In such a stupengdous under-
taking.

But the great coup that the German em-
poror evolved in the hotel de Ville at Mets,
when he heard of the incipent Paris com-
mune had, strangely enough been foreseon
and discounted by Vansittart before he left
New York.

It will be remeniberad that Jerome had set
in motlon an expenditure of nearly twenty
millions sterling beforo he salled In the
Boafarer. Much of this vast sum had gane
in the lmmaediate purchase of n great va-
rlety of stores and anlmals, In which he
knew the French defenses to be saerlounly
deficlent; but a huge sum was devoted to-
wards the construction and equipment of
motor cuars solely deslgned for the rapld
transport of troops Across country by
means of ordinary roads.

In the United States a tremendous de-
velopment had been given to internal
trafMec of n heavy nature by the adoption
of motor traction. The guick-witied Amer-
fean manufacturers soon saw that the horse
would never be displuced of conveyance by
the pleasure-loving public. It was guit
a different thing where the haulage of goa.
was concerned, Hero was the irue future ot
the horsclixs earriage, and the result of a
general activity In this direction enabled
the milllonalre to readlly and promptly se-
cure the multitude of motors he required.

Bo secretly and efficlently had his agenis
worked that large consignments of the road
engines were shipped from the states and
landed at Toulon, without publlie notice
being directed to the event,

Meanwhile the artificers of Lyons and
other metallurglenl centers In the south of
France were busily engaged in constructing
the carringes Intended to be used o uun-l
Junction with the molors,

As thess vehleles will figure largely In
the history of the forthcoming operations,
it will serve to elucldute matters If they are
deacribed with some degres of minutenesy,

The engines were compact, extremely
powerful. and so Elmply and strongly de-
pigned as to be capable of withatanding
rough usage, Small, broad-tired running
wheels, with seven clear feet of axle widih,
gave ample margin for security In rapid
running over roads of steep gradient. They
were capable of drawing a load of forty tona
ut an avernge rate of twelve miles an hour,
whilst on level straight roads, and for short
distances, this rate of progress could be
greatly exceeded,

They were protected by plates of tough
steel fixed at reclining angles, and it was
estimated that even artillery fire, unless ex-
ceptionally accurate, would fall to do them
material damage by lsolated hits, Against
musketry they were practically impregoable.
The motive power wns petrol, fused to a
high explosive temporature by Intermixture
with n small jet of steam generated by a
tiny subsidiary boller, and it was possible
to carry sufficlent fuel to last for a run of
160 miles without replenishment.

Each engine drew two cars, similarly
armorad and runuing on bogles, whilst n
marvelously effective set of spiral buffers
gave cohesion and falrly comfortable re-
#lllence to the whole turnout, even when
travellng very rapldly. Each of these cars
sccommodated, nt a squecze, thirty men, or
elght hordes, besldesa carrying ratlons and
forage, whilst one In every set of ton was
fitted for the convesance of two guns with-
out lMmbers, the recoll being absorbed on
the qulck-Nring principle.

At the very moment when Vansittart re-
oelved ample assurance from the Lyons
arsenal authoritiea that motor-esr carriage
for 100,000 men was avallable for immediate
delivery, he recelved the news of the Ger-
man emperor's march on Parls.

Aoting with his accustomed rapld and
final decisiveness, Vansittart ordered the
mobillzation of the motor car army at Vitry,
He chose thia town as belng soulth of the
German line of march and consequently less
Hable to sudden attack.

Ho ordered the general commanding at
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Chalona to throw hig whole force In the way
of the emperor and to defay him ns much ns
possible, but on no asceount to  destroy
bridges or tear up roads, even If retreat be-
came thereby imperative,

Above and beyond every other considera-
tlon the French cavalry must keep the Ger-
mans from scouting to the south of Chalons,
eles they would Infallibly discover the prep-
arations made at Vitry,

Vansittart, In hls own mind, fixed upon
Rheims as the probable scene of conflict be-
tween himself and the kalser, and, as a
matter of fact, the subpequent battle cen-
tered round Verzy, a village only ten miles
to the southeast of that higtorle elty.

This plan of action once setiled, he throw
himself into the mass of detalls necessary
for thoe mobilization at Vitry, at twenty-four
hours' motice, of the 100,000 troops selected
for the enterprise and the strange means of
logomotion which they were to use for the
firet time In warlare,

The Chalons garrison had been driven
from the hilly country in the neighborhood
of the two villages, Le Grand and Le Petlt
Mourmelon, situate midway between Rhelms
and Chalous.

A glance at the map of this part of
France shows that the hamlet of Vorzy lles
cight miles due west of Little Mourmelon,
o the slopes of the famous champagne
country, and in direct Hne between the Ger-
wan bivounc and Paris.

Late Into the night did Vinslttart and his
prinicpal ofMeers exumine every topograph-
fcal detall of the locality, falling back upon
the personal knowledge of resldents In
Chalons where the excellent maps In thelr
posscusion seemed In any degree vague or
mieleading,

The most pressing immediate diMeulty
U ‘o vontrive to hold back the expected
s man hssault upon Chalons, while not

foreing matters so serlously as to compel
the kalser's maln body to turn from Its
obvious route next morning.

Vanajttart edtrusted this task to the en-
gineers,  Before midnight he received the
assurance that fleld works were In course
of construction to an extent that would
cuslly enable the Chalons garrison to beat
off thelr assallants until late next day, by
which time the millionalre promised them
actlve help.

The motor car army wns divided Into ten
strong brigades of 100 trains each, thus
tonstituting 6,000 men per brigade. With
thesa there were no fleld pleced and but

few Maxims. It was purely nn Infantry
force, and each brigade had its  line of
opirations  strictly marked  out, beyond

which It was not to deviete a yard.

The artillery was massed In two di-
vislons, which, with motor car Infantry es-

art and a considerable force of cavalry,
vers latended to be used principally along

"o crests of two small ridges that ran
north and south through the position which,
it wns expected, the kalser's army would
occuny about 10 eo'clock.

Soon after dawn some Intermittent firing
to the north apnounced that the Uhlan
scouls were endeavoring to drive in the
French cavalry outposts,

They did not nccomplish their object, but
the French horsemen were handled so care-
fuliy that they gave no sign of the presence
of an army In thelr rear,

Soon, too, these minor conflicts were
drowned in the sustained roar of the ex-
pected German assault on the outskirts of
Chalons, townrds the northeast.

By 7 o'clock the French plckets brought
definite news of the German advance guard
being In possession of the heights beyond
Verzy to the west,

At 8 o'clock Montsaloy led a cavalry
reconnalssance In that direction, and A'a.
tinctly saw the Germans, In dense columns,
Nling down the slopes leading to the village.

But the alert German ataff noted the un-
wonted asslduity of the French mounted
patrols, and th» appearance of Montsaloy
and his troops led to a counter reconnale-
sance by a fleld battery and two regiments
o Uhlana.

This compact little body rode forward so
gallantly that it was necessary to stop them
by some display of forece. ‘They would not
retire until severnl guns opened fire on
them, and a French cavalry brigade galloped
out In the hope of cutting them off.

The kalser would not belleve that any
notable opposition could be expected from
this quarter, but the symploms were g0
dangerous tht he unwillingly ordered a gen-
eral halt, whilst two bvigades of Infantry,
supported by four batterles and 3,000 sabers,
marched south to dispel the mystery that
hung about the proceedings on the German
left flank,

It took n good hour for this opening
phase of the battle to develop itself. The
Hanoverian Infantry, beautlfully handled,
and maneuverlug with fanltless efclency,
presacd the attack right up to the banks
of the Marne, and did not retire untll
erushed by a vastly superior French force.

AL 9:40 the country in front of Vansiitart
was allve with the kalser's troops. Bat-
teries of artillery were (Aking up position
at the verge of a plateau beyand the Marne,
and shells were sereaming through the ale
in every direction where a body of Infantry
or cavalry could be discorned by the Gers
man glards,

The supreme moment of action had ar-
rived, Vansittart slmply waved his hand
to Lo Breton, who commandaed the leading
brigade, deawn up In the street of the small
bamlet ensconced In the leafy hollow close
to the French center,

Le Breton signalled a response, nodded
to the driver of the first car, and tha vehicle
moved slowly to the front. Quickly getting
pace, It dashed wneross a bridge over the
river, nearly coming to grief In .the eagor-
ness, of the driver to turn a rather sharp
vorner,

Five other brigadea stationed across the
Muarue, but near to Chalons, started almost
simultaneously, and within ten minutes from
the time of Vaouittart's quiet slgnal 600
motors, contalning 36,000 soldlers, were
rushing toward the German columns at a
pace exceeding twelve miles an hour, or
more fapldly than a similarly large force
of calvary could possibly get over the Eround,

The kalser and bhis staff bad ridden to
the creat of the ridge, where the German
kEuns were at work, and were momentarily
experting the bold stand so faor made by
the French to wither befors the vigorous
assault now In progress, when the first of
the motors, with Its two attached carrlages,
dashed In sight across the Marne.

"What on earth Is that?" oried Wilhelm
with fleld glasses giued ta his eyes.

“A rubning steam evgine!" Iaughed an
alde

"“A charge hy the comm!ggariat!"

“Ferhoaps a new sort of wilitnpy steam
roller!"

"“Whatever it lu, 1t Is tull of soldlers!”

HO-TO-BAG ot oy ios i |

“With a machine gun!"
"Another of Vausittart's dodges, eh1"

“It It be one of Vansittart's dodges, gen-
tlemen, It will peed all our skill to soun-
teraet L

In  ellence the dlatlngulshed oMecers
presont steadlly watchad ™o progress of
the moior.

With even keeéner Intereft Vansittart and
those near bim also walched It, for they
alone knew what was expected of this pew
and terrible engine of warfare,

Almost bpfora n shot was fired at 1t
the motor was within 200 yarda of the ad-
vapced firing line. The officer In com-
mand of a scattered company, seeing this
strange objeet rapidly darting toward him
from the French position, realized (hat,
whatever iz powers, It must have hostile
Intent. 8o he ordered hls men to fire a
volley at IL

Beveral bullets struck
the cars with resounding clang,
angle of Impact was so acute
misslles mlanced off harmlessiy.

And pow the Frenchmen commenced fir-
Ing in return, wlldly, it la true, owlng to
the Impossibility of taking accurate alm,
but geveral Germans dropped.

It was differont when, with tremendaus
clatter, and amidst clouds of whirling dust,
the motor awept through the fghting line
and supports, to come within short range
af a couple of battallons drawn up In close
order,

Here the French fire began to tell with
awful effect. The machine gun, mounted
on the left front of the leading car, poured

the motor and
but the
that the

a torrent of projectiles Into the German | hls guus, devotedly served though they

ranks, and, as it passed (hem on the flank, | were, could mot perform the task he re-

hadl a deatructive Influence whleh ocould ' quired of them. The arrival of a small
|

| events, the eager
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the Germany batlery, now thoroughly ru-I
Adlded. Two guns were wrenched from thelr
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knlser's command, and at once sought the
menns to exacute M,

But a flag of truce is

carriages, gunners were ettustied (nto shape- | ROt usunlly carried as a part of the equig.

less atoms on all sldes and the emperor him-
welf hod n mirnculous escape, his plokelhaube $
bilng knovked off by the wind (rom a pasing
ashell.

Had he been told at that moment that
Lo DBreton's brigade wae one of six then
tenring wildly through the Germsn position
from the south and west, while Beau-
marchals hnd comploted his flank march
and was on the point of driving (he uhlin
plekets In dlemay belfore him from the west,
It Is poesible that this latest sclon of the
line of Holienzollern would have sought lm-
mediate death on the batQefield,

As It was, the whir! and confusion ntT

haste and disposition
to combat the present danger, shut out from

him all knowledge of proceedings elso-
where,
The Frenclimen worked like flends to

remmove the debris of the smashed motor.
In this task they were practically unhio-
dered, as the nearest German Infantry had
been brushed far from *the place by the
passagoe of the oreceding cars,

Soon  they had the road sufMeclently
cleared, thoe two cars wore shoved off Into
a fleld, and the line of motors agaln re-
sumed progress, for the German guns wore
#0 hammered by the French artillery that
It was impossible to seoure efMcient fire
for the maln purpose in hand—namely, the
atoppage of the French advance,

In the fury of despalr the kalser felt that

a small white tablecloth.

orderly and rode off with

!

never be obtained under ordioary condi-
tions,

The leaden shower beat upon the masses
of soldlers with the directness of a rain-
storm on a field of corn. Whole sections
of companies were crushed to the ground-—
a balf battallon wae demoralized In a few
seconds,

way itself. The men bravely emptied their
ing towards them with the speed of a train,
Then they realized that in another lnstant

upon them. Human nature could pot with-
etand this modern car of juggernaut. OMl-
cors nnd men rushed dismayed to the hedges
and sought to save thelr lives by flight.

One after another of these fearsome stric-
tures came panting up the slope, ecach spit-
ting fire and smoke and deadly bullets,
each crammed with frantie, cheering, in-
toxicated French soldiers, half frenzied with
the consclousness of irreslatible force given
to them by the motor, and barely able to
obey the impassioned appeals of thelr of-
cers to steady themselves and fire with any-
thing like self control Into the ranks of
their opponenis.

The firat man to comprehend the full
gsoope of the motors in such a battle as that
they were now engaged in was Vansitiart
He turned to his staff and sald:

(o, some of you, and warn tha reserves
to be in immediate readiness.
Seventh and Elghth motor brigades to the
nssistance of Chalons. The rest is mere
slaughter.”

The second to grasp the situation was
the German emperor. With a ory of flerce
rage he drove his spurs into his horse,
and wheeled the startled animal Inte a
gallop toward the nearest batteries.

“Stop them,” he roared to the artillery
officers. “'Stop them, or the army will be-
come a mob,"

With the utmost rapidity, half a dezen
guns were swung round to the new front,
and fired at the line of motors, for, al-
though the incidents described took little
more than two minutes in transaction, al-
ready somo forty of Le Breton's moving
forts were Inside the German position,

But it i8 not an easy thing to traln a
field plece and fire it with precision at even
a large object traveling along a road &t a
high rate of speed.

Some dozen rounds were fired before one
of the cars was struck. Even then the shell
only succeeded In tearlng away a portion of
the upper screen and killing n few of the
occupants, The car swerved badly from
the shock, but did pot overturn, and |iis
forward progress was in no way affected,

“Idiots!" shrieked the kalser. *'Select &«
definite point, aim low, and fire salvos by
word of command.””

The artillerists quickly grasped his mean-
ing. The first volley was not successful be-
cause the ofMcer iu charge of the operations
gave the word too soon. But at the second
attempt four shells bit one of the motors
vimlly smashing it bodily fram the bogey
truck and bringing its two cars to hopeless
ruln.

“Ha, that is better! Now we have them

The emperor was so excited that he leaped
from his charger, acd himself assisted In
laying ono of thsa guns upon the next car,
tho whole line belng brought to a standstill,
while the French troops rushed to the task
of clearing the stricken motor from the road-
way,

Wilhelm didn't kuow that Vaositiart was
fully prepared for this emergency,

With wild scream and demonlac energy
the sbells from elghteen French guns, sta-

tioned on the opposiog slove. tore throuch

A company of infantry stood on the road- |

WHERELU PON WILHELM HANDED HIS SWORD TO HENRI

magazines at the steel-clad monster rush- |

the thundering, crashing motor would be

| stall thought when they first learned the true
Also send the |

i

reglmont of staff officers from all parts of
the German position, reporting disaster
after disnster, revealed to him the full ex-
tent of the fearful confliet raging mround
Vezry betwoen the German main body and
the bulk of the French forees,

Up to thia time, so awfully sudden had
been the developments of events, he had
heard nothing of the maln attack.

Riding back to the reverss sglde of the
plateay, Withelm at last became aware of
the magnitude of the disaster which had
befallen him.

Along every highway darted the huge
motors, paralyzing all opposition, erump-
ling up brigades and divislons into terri-
fied hordes, smiting with unfettered vio-
lence thelr helplexs opponents, and utterly !
dislocating the whole army, for artillery,
cavalry, Iofantry and commissariat were
plled together in shapeless masses.

As he galloped on llke one o & dream
he suddenly saw ten of the Freénch moiors
balt and commence firing shells at a body
of German troops drawn up near a planta-
tion, at too great a distanes from the road-
way for practical rifle range.

“Merciful heaven!" groanned the stricken
knlser, relning in his charger and covering
his face with his left hand. ‘*They even
carry cannon! 1s he man or flend?"

General von Gossler, who rode near him,
now dared to say what every man on the

position of afalrs,

"There is nething for It, your mnajesly,
but a rapld retreat to the north, We can
sl save many of our men by blocking the
roads and blowing up bridges, when these
devices of the devil cannot follow us.'

Hia Dbroken-hearted chief murmured
“Tear up the roads! Destroy the bridges!
Yes! Now we know why the French did
nothing to hinder our march. Yet how could
I bave forescen all that has happened ?

“Your majesty,” urged Von Gossler, “"'may
I glve orders for a general retreat?”

His perslstence stirred Wilhelm from his
atupor of grief

“"NMetreat!"  he cried, “Orders!
man! What orders are necessary ?
will Hsten? Who will oliey ¥

The sight so unnerved the emperor that
he howed his head and coried repeatedly,
“My poor lnds! my poor lads!" whilst un-
checked tears streamed from his eyes,

“Yot. your majfesty.”’ persisted the other,
“weo may do something., Let us at least |
try." |

Aa If in answer to this despairing wtter-
anoe came the sound of sustained firing from |
the north and wesn

Beaumarchals® division was speeding along
the only possible line of retreat.

The kaiser saw them and made no reply |
to Von Gossler. He looked behind, to see o |
French cavalry division ride furlously into
the valley from the south, intent upon com-
pleting the rurhless work so fearfully cut
out for them by the motors, from which,
too, long linea of Infaniry, fresh as though
drawn up for purade Inspectlon, were begiu-
nlug to emerge,

Then he answered.

Foreing out the
calmoess, he sald:

“Yes, Yon Goussler, we can do something.
We can stop useless butchery Go with a
fNag of truce to Vaositiart. Tell him I wil
weet bhim in the village here!"

CHAPTER XXIX,

Look,
Who

words with desperate

Jerome nnd Wilhelm,
The German chief of staff was far too good
i soldler not to know when the game wus
up.

Ha bowad in sllent accepladce of the
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ment of an imperial army corpa,

From a farmhouse on the road he oblalned
He wan ahoul to
run his sword through the end whum hie
nerve forsook bim. With a ery of bltter
rage he dashed the weapon to the grounml.

Then he snatohed a lance from a hlan
his significant
banueret,

He did not ge straight along the rldge,
the most direct way to the French center,
but cut acrods country dlagooally into the
valley. By this moans he hoped to stop
the advancing French cavalry and pravent
the horrible massacre, for It could be naught
else, which muat ensue If once the horsemen
got mixed up with the sirlcken German
Lroops.

Fortunately, ha was in time.

Montsaloy, riding at the head of the lead-
ing regjment, the Eightesnth Chasseurs,
cuught sight of the solitary ofMcer dashing
down the hillglde, and checked the order
trembling on his lips which would conver
a steady gallop Into a ebharge.

A#s the courler of peace drew near Mont-
saloy recognized him. 'The mere foct that
General von Gossler himself carried the
merciful signal showed the gravity of his
errand, and the French cavalry leader
brought Wi bLrigade to a halt, the rest of
the division pulling up In rotation aa the
loud command passed from squadron to
squadron,

When the two oMeceérs met Von Gossler
begged the other to conduct him at once to
Vansittart, and to delay the mdvance of the
French cavalry until the pour-parlers had
taken place.

d

Montsaloy felt that he assumed a grave
responsibility, but he was assured that the
kindly-hearted American would ssupction a
proposal Intended to prevent useless blood-
shed.

Leaving Instructions with his second in
command to forthwith resume the charge
If any manifestly hostlle move were made
by the encmy, he accompanied Von Cossler
toward the place where he had last seen the
milllonalre.

But Vansittart, too, had noticed the flag
of truce, and the sudden halt of the French
cavalry,

seere the envoy had traveled 100 yards,
with his escort, Jerome rode up, followed
by every officer who could Invent the slight-
est pretext for accompanying him.

Attired in a simple tweed coat, riding
brecches and bools, with a broad-brimmed
felt hat to shield his eyves from the sun, and
carrying no more offensive weapon than &
riding whip, Vangittart sat gracefully the
powerful charger that bore him on this shory,
but eventful journey, quictly acknowledging
the voolferous plaudits of his gallant troops
as he passed,

“I am commissionsd by his majesty, the
German emporer, Lo ask you to meet him In
the village of Verzy, and arrange berms of
surrender,” sald Von Gossler when he draw
near the spot where Vansittart halted.

Jerome bowad, but before he could reply
the German offlcer continued:

“In view of an lmmedlate and peaceful
settlement, 1 ventured to ask General Monp-
inloy to defer the cavalry charge he was
anducting, and which could only achieve the
useless butchery of our demoralized men.'

“General Montsaloy 4ld well to accede to
vour humane wishes,"” sald Vansittart. “"Bug
I cannot meet the German emperor immedi-
ately. You must acknowledge, general, that
you are utterly defeated. 1t would be need-
leas eruelty 1o prolong rhe confllet.”

“Certaloly, monsleur. That 18 why I am
deputed by his majesty, my master, to ar-
rango an immedinte meeting."

“Ah! Termit me to conclude, The only
poesible preliminary to negotiations is the
instaut surrender of your whole forve. No.
Pray do not mrgue. Every moment s of
Importance. I quite understand that you
pérsonally cannot accept my proposal. Gen-
eral Montsaloy and the members of my staff
will ride with you to vhe emperor, learn
his decision, and act in sccordance with it
If he Is mgrecable to my suggestlon these
officers will convey to every French division
wy vrders to cease hostilities, whilst com-
manders will individually recelve the sub-
misslon and carry out the disarmament of
thoss German corps nearest to them, This
purt you must see Lo on your side. If the
emperor declines the battle must proceed. '

At the appoiuted hour Vansittart and
the king of Frauce, who had reached Van-
sittart's camp during the battle, attended
by a brilllant sulte aud an escort of the
Elgbteenth chasseurs—if any other corps
had accompanied Jerome there would have
been 4 mutlny—approached the small

chateau which served as the German head-

quarters,

They were recelved by Von (ossler, who
forthwith copducted them to a room on the
ground floor; for the first tlme, Vansitiart
aad Wilhelm were face to fove,

The emperor stood In the center of the
apartment, dignified and {impassive, with
bis handa behiud his back, His face was
rigid, and although tanpned by cxposure, Its
dull paller betrayed the agonized hours he
had eidured aince the morning, HBehind
him, in compliance with Vansittart's re-
quedt, ware ranged the divisions ofcers of
bis army and the heads of the military des

partments, His pword and sabretache
roated obtrusively agalnst s chalr,

For am awkward moment thers wan
sllence,

Then Von Gossler spoke.  "““This Is M,
Vansittart, your majesty.”” ho sald. A# ah
afterthought he added: “Permit me alse
to. anneunce the king of France."

The kalser Inclined hi= head. “I am at a

loss," Me sald, with even, metallic accents
"to know whether to present my sword (s
the king or to the man who makes and un.
makes kings."

“To the king!' sald Vansittart, where-
upon Wilheln handed his sword to Henrl,
who gravely recolved it

“And now tell me your resolves, mon-

slour.”  The kalser turned and looked
Vansitiart squarely In the eyes,
“I nm here for that purpose. They are

brief and to the polnt. 1 requite the prompt
capltulation of the German forces now sta-
tloned west of the Rhine, waen, after the
requisite formalitics, all ofMeers and men
will be at once free to return Lo thelr homes,
I also require you 1o sign a trealy of peace,
leaving the defimitation of the frontler bLe-
tween France and Gormany to the mayors of
twelve French and German towns, six to
be nominated by you and slx Wy me
These gentlemen will be asked, in addition,
to devise such means as thev think fit to
prevent further trouble In regard to froutier
affalirs, both countries binding themselven
to accept such recommendations without
cavil or complaint."”

"I will no longer leave the questlon to
you, but lo your people and parliament.'

The reply staggered the emperor. Buch
4 course of procedure meant the digappear-
ance of the house of Hohenzollerm. ‘The
prllor returned to his cheoke as he sald:

“In the nnme of the salnts, why mnyvors?"

"Decause It may be fairly assumed that
they represent the mass of the people, with-
out whose taxes and military service it
would be impossible for such as you to
plunge peacefully-diaposed nations Into the
horrors of war.'

The kalser swept aside this all-suMcient
answer. With intense bitternoss of tone he
sald, turning to his staff: “You hear, gen-
flemen, This the first installment. The
sccond will doubtless deal with indemnity,”

Vansittart produced a clgar case, cut the
end off a clgar, and Ht It, before he sald,
with the utmost conlpess:

“Thero will be no indemnity. God forbid
that 1 should fine youtr unfortunate people
because of your blunders,*

“You are a marvelous man,
tart!"

Jerome, Irritated slightly by Lthe kaiser's
fitfulness, merely nodded his appreciation of
tho compliment,

Wilhelm bad perforee to eontinue the con-
versation.

“Notwithstanding your last remarkable
concesslon, M. Vaneittart, I cannot accept
your terms. It ls impossible that the em-
peror of Germany should consent to expose
any part of his dominlons to the bartering
of n set of provincial mayors, excellent
though these gentlemen may be'

“You forget that France likewlse sub-
mits to thelr arbitraments. 1 should have

M. Vansit-

the utmost faith In their collective good
sense.'’
“Pooh! It Is out of the question.'

The milllonuire pleked up his hat and rid-
ing whip, which he had placed on a chalr.

“Then further discussion ls unnocessary,”
he mald, “Have I your majesty's word that
neither you nor the members of your staff
present will attempt to escape? Or must |
place you under restraint?"’

The kaiser flared out again into animation,

“It Is matteriess to me what you do. My
unbeaten troops still bold the fleld, In
French territory, too, 1 will pay the ful}
price of my transgressions. I abdlcate In
favor of my son. My brother, Prince Henry
of Prusela, will carry on the campalgn, and
maybe yet erush your proteges and disap-
polot your magniloquent theorles."

From the German officers came murmurs
of Indignation, showing how they chafed at
the sltuation.

Jerome directly addrosaed them.

“Bo," he sald, *'vou share your headstrong
leader's view? You stlll hold your oppon-
ents In such feeble esteerm that you bhelieve
your armles in Lorralne to be superlor to
clrcumstances. Let me undeceive you. To-
day your expedition, consisting presumably
of your plcked troops, was beaten by less
than half Ita pumbers, Only one-third of
my men were In the fleld when you wore
hopelesaly crippled. You have seen the
vilue of the molors in actlon, and I {ell
you emphatically that if my demands are
not acceded to fully within the hour all my
avallable foree will march tonight for the
frontier. Tomorrow General Kreuznach will
be asked to defeat the same combinntion
that you have already found Irresistible,
What will be the result?”

The two men weis but a couple of paces
apart during this lmpyssioned dislogue, The
stubborn Saxon pature in each shone from
thelr resplute blue eyes, Willielm’'s attitude
showed that If the vital Issues before them
could be determined by strangling his op-
ponent he would gladly make the attempt—
Vansittart's, that he entertalned profound
contempt for a monarch who cared little if
he brought his country to degradation In
order to gratify hls personal pride.

A sudden commotion drew all eyes to the
door, which was violently flung open, re-
voaling a German alde-de-camp struggling
inaffectually beneath the glant grip of Ari-
zona Jim.

“A telegram for you, guv'nor,"” yelled
HBates,

Jerome read the telegram and handed it
to the kalser, saying: “Possibly this may
Influence your decision.'

The emperor diadainfully took the little
bit of filmey. He read its contents twice be-
fore he seemed to fully compreliend thelr
purpose. Then his customary pallld com-
plexion assumed an ashen hue, He visibly
trembled. Even his volee shook as he mur-
wured, “*Can this be true!"

"On my bonor,"” sald Vaosittart
no reason to doubt [is accuracy.

Wilkelm dropped lstlessly Into a chair,
to bury his face in his hands—ihe slanting
rays of the sinking sun, striking In patches
through the low diamond-framed windows
of the yoom, showed great drops of perspirn-
tion glistening on his forehead.

“1 will read it aloud,' said Vansittart,

And this is what he read; '

“Metz 18 ours, The tricolor floats agaln
above its walls, Whilst our attack on
Kreuznach was developing, 1 formed Blrong
column for the assault of Metz, and car-
rled position wsfter position with astound-
log ease. The gallant troops of France
would not be galnsald. Fighting In out-
skirts still procoeding, but we are firmly
established in the town [tself, and in the
forts to west and south, Kreuznach will
probably make desperate efforis to recap-
ture Metz, but 1 am confident of abllity to
hold him off, pending further orders, Have
just heard of your great victory. Moat
hearty congratulations, DAUBISSON."

Not even German miliary decorum could
withstand this momentous news. The stafr

I have

oMears broke out Into strong  guttural
ejaculations, but Vansittart stayed them by
& wave of his hand

“Now, your majesty, which In It
Am | to march 1o complete Daublason’s
coup, or do you accept my terms, frankly
and fully?"

Wilbelm ‘tropped his hands and looked
round

“Very well. Be it 0" he mald. “"But
soldiers, mot mayors, shall utter the MOrst

word. Gentlemen, you are tognigant of all
that has happened. Am 1 to answer ‘Yes' or
'No' to M. Vansitiare?”

He pamed them sl individually. Each
man agreed, though some of the voloes were
tremuloue with grief It was & bitler see
quel to the war of 70-71 for the veterans of
Mara la Tour and Sodan.

“Good,” sald the kaiser, raising from his
chair. 1 will make the best of it, M. Vaa=
sltart, There is my hand on 1t."

“And with the king of France!"™ sald
Jerome, accepting  the proffered hande
shake,

“With the king of France, by all means.*

Rut they were continental monarchs, se
Wilhelm and Henrl embraced.

“Now," cried Wilhelm, from whom a great
depression had secmingly passed in an in-
stant, “what Is the best way to set aboub
{po%

“"Alter your majesty has signed a docu-
ment brielly reclting our agreemaent, 1 will
have much pleasure In giving you and these
other gentlemen every facllity for rojoining
your army on the frontler. You can, like
me, telegraph orders to suspend hostilities
uniil your arrival.”

“And these mayors®™ When do they meet
The kalser did not yel take kindly to the
stipulation: It atill rankled.

“The day after tomorrow, at Metz.'

The mayors retired at 1 o'clock, AL G the
Bame evening the mayor of Marsellles, who,
by rengon of senlority In yeirs, had been
clected spokesman for the others, sent mess
snges (o both camps to the effect that the
couneil was ready with Its report.

The Intense curlosity that prevalled ia
the brensts of French and German statesmen
brought them rapidly to the Hotel do Ville,
Not alons Vansittart and the two monarchs,
bul every minister and prominent ofMelal
who had the slightest claim to be present,
put In an appenrance, and the grand salon
of the town hall was filled with a brilliant
und anlmated throng when the miyora
solemnly filed in from thelr momorablo con-
olave.

“Havye yon unanimously agreed upon vour
recommendations, gentlemen?” suld Van-
sittart, and the query induted a profound
silence lo the crowded room.

r

Stepplng forward be read, with clear and
cmphatic volee, the following:

“We, the undersigned mayors of twalve
French and Germun oltios, In pursuance of
the great trust committed to our care, are
unanimously of opinion:

“1. That the province of Lorraine, as
marked out by a ressonably stralght line
drawn from Donon In the Vosges mountaing
to, but not Including, the town of Siaarge-
mund, shall in future be French territory,
the legal boundary to be fixed by a properly
constituted commission.

"2, That the proviuce of Elsass, naturally
defined by’ the watershed of thoe Vosgea
mountains, shuall remain German erritory,
with the addition of the small portion of
Lorrilne Iylog to the east of the line ladl-
cated in paragraph 1

3, That all fortresses and defensive
works of military slgnificance within the
Hmits of the said proviuees of Lorralne

and Elsass be forthwith leveled to the
ground.
“4. That all so-called strategle rallways

In bolh provinces shall be specdily Hoked
together, and joined, where practicable, to
the main lines of France and Germany, for
the better development of commerce and the
promotion of mutual lntercourse.

"6, That no oMeer of the army shall hold
administrative positions In ellher of the
provinces.

"6, That no troops shall be stationed in
large numbers, nor military stores or arma-
ments collected, within 100 France kilome=
tres of the new frontler line,

7. That the customs and pollce authori-
ties of France and Germany shall be solely
entrusted with tho conduot of frontler regus-
lations, which shall be frumed only In re-
gard to revenue and legal necesalties,

“8, That in all other respects thero shall
be free and uninterrupted possage between
the two countries.”

Then the mayor read the names and
designations of himaelf und his colleagues.

AL once a huzz of eager comment arose.

“It means the dismaniling of Strasbourg
aud Mulhausen,' cried the kalser.

“We get Metz shorn of ite defennes, whilst
Belfort, Verdon, and every fortress In the
east of Frauce must be torn to pleces,"
vociferated HMonri,

"Proposterous,”
ofMicers.

“Ridiculous,"” cried the Frenchmen.

Then everyone looked at Vansittart, who
had meanwhile secured the report from the
mayor of Marseilles and had perused it
with the ald of a small map.

Ralsing his hend he obtained a hearing.

“I am glad to note,” he suld with a
amile, “that nobody seems to be satisfied.
There 18 no surer sign that these excellent
gentlemen have tried to be just. Nay,
more, they have succeeded in their efforts.
Thelr award excceds my utmost hopes,
whilst it more than justifics the confléence
1 placed In them. They have glveun to
France French Lorraine; they have se-
cured to Germany German Blaass, And bes
cause they have arrived at n conclusion out-
Hned for them by natural law, they tuke
stringent precautions fest the power of men
to do 11l deeds makes 111 deeds done. Surely
they have well acqulited themselves, it
eéver men deserved honor, these do. In
fow hours, sided only by thelr common
sense, they have achieved triumphs which
two generations and statesmen and generals,
backed hy milllons of soldiers, have wholly
falled to achieve. My friends, think what
it  means. There are no longer lost
provinces or hostile princlpatties. Let us
marvel at thelr work rather than cavil at
its methods. If we do, the whole world
will joln In our chorus of praise.”

Little more remuing to be told. Folllot
captured Ribou; Arizonn Jim shot ins
Behwartz, Just to keep blm out of miachief,
and tho Inciplent revolution in Paris died
out as the victorlous troops marched o,

THE END.
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